The Black Women Lawyers’ Association Scholarship Fund

2026 Spring Essay Scholarship Application

The Black Women Lawyers’ Association Scholarship Fund (BWLA-SF) endeavors to encourage Black
students in the law through support in their legal education and to promote diversity in the legal profession.

AWARD: The amount and number of scholarships awarded will depend on the quality and quantity of
submissions received and scholarship funds raised. In 2025, BWLA-SF awarded four scholarships totaling
nearly $30,000. Scholarship recipients will be recognized at BWILA’s Annual Spring Fundraiser Luncheon on
April 16, 2026, at the Sheraton Grand Chicago Riverwalk.

ELIGIBILITY: Applicants must (1) be of Black or African descent, (2) complete the essay and attached
application and submit all required documents by the stated deadline; (3) attend an ABA-accredited law
school as a 1L, 2L or 3L evidenced by a Letter of Good Standing from the school’s registrar; and (4) if
selected as a finalist, complete an interview with the BWILA Scholarship Fund Interview Panel on
Saturday, March 28, 2026.

APPLICATION SUBMISSION: Each application must be typewritten and combined with all other
supporting documentation into ONE PDF file, except for a transcript or letter of good standing which may
be sent directly from the applicant’s law school depending on the institution’s policies. Applications
submitted in other formats or as more than one PDF file will not be considered. The application and
all documents must be e-mailed to scholarship@bwla.org with the subject of: “BWLA Spring Essay
Scholarship Application — [Applicant] Name” in the subject line by Saturday, February 28, 2026, at 11:59

p.m. CST.

Name: Telephone Number:

Address (including City, State, and Zip Code):

Name of Law School: Year in Law School:

A interested in b i ber of
Are you a current member of the BWLA? B%uclr;;ﬁ;ee;n ecoming a membet of 8

Yes No

Yes No

Please include a current résumé identifying any extra-curticular, community setvice, or outreach activities, and
student or professional organizations in which you are involved.

Please include a Letter of Good Standing from your law school and a copy of your transcript.

Please complete the attached essay question and comply with all essay requirements.
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The Black Women Lawyers’ Association Scholarship Fund

ESSAY PROMPT

You serve as legal counsel for a community advocacy organization in Chicago. In the last few weeks, the
organization has received a significant number of concerns from constituents about the surge of federal
agents and law enforcement operations in their neighborhoods. According to constituents, this presence
has had a substantial negative impact on the community: school attendance has dropped, customers are not
patronizing local businesses, employers report staffing issues, and individuals have been subject to incidents
of racial profiling, wrongful arrest and detention, property damage, assault and other civil rights violations.
Impacted individuals include citizens and non-citizens, protestors, and bystanders.

The Executive Director wants to know what legal remedies are available to individuals and businesses who
have suffered damages. Draft a memo to the Executive Director outlining potential causes of action for
those impacted. A well-developed essay should include an assessment of the merits of any claim as well as
any defenses that could be raised. It should also consider what legal action the local or state government can
take on behalf of constituents to enjoin what may be unlawful federal action.

ESSAY REQUIREMENTS

Essays must be a minimum of 1,000, but not more than 2,500 words and follow Bl#e Book citation rules.
Essays must cite legal authority in support of any arguments including, but not limited to, case law,
regulations and statutes, and other legislative or judicial developments. Essays may also cite public policy
interests.

EVALUATION CRITERIA

Applications will be judged based on the student’s academic record, commitment to diversity in the legal
profession, involvement in community or professional organizations, and the scholarship interview if
selected as a finalist.

Essays will be judged on the appropriate use of legal and non-legal information sources, content (spelling,
grammar, and organization), originality, persuasiveness, and clarity of argument.

Ultimate selection will be based on the applicant’s submitted materials and interview performance.
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REQUIRED DOCUMENTS

Completed and signed application;
Essay;
Letter of Good Standing;

Résumé; and

v v v . vv

Law school transcript.

All required documents must be emailed to scholarship@bwla.org with “BWLA Spring Essay Scholarship
Application — Name” in the subject by Saturday, February 28, 2026, at 11:59 p.m. CST.

INTERVIEWS

The BWLA Scholarship Fund Board will select the top applicants and invite them for an interview on
Saturday, March 28, 2026. Applicants chosen for interview will be notified via email. The interview will
include questions regarding the applicant’s interests, goals, résumé, and essay response, among other
topics.

I hereby certify that the information provided herein is accurate and truthful to the best of my knowledge.

(Signature of Applicant) (Date)
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