
BWLA Statement on U.S. Supreme Court's
Decisions to End Affirmative Action

in Higher Education

Yesterday, the United States Supreme Court held that the affirmative action
college admissions programs at the University of North Carolina and Harvard
University are unconstitutional. 

The Black Women Lawyers’ Association of Greater Chicago, Inc. (“BWLA”) is
profoundly disappointed by the Court’s ruling, which overturns decades of precedent
permitting the consideration of race within the higher education admissions
process. The consideration of race, as one of several admission factors, has provided a
more equitable opportunity for racial minorities to gain access to, and obtain a degree
from, higher education institutions. Affirmative action was and remains necessary to
unlock opportunities where we were previously denied access, including leading
universities with preeminent influence, reputation, and academic pedigree. 

Suffice it to say, many of our members would not have ascended to the ranks of judge,
law firm partner, or attorney without the well-earned opportunities afforded to us
through affirmative action admission policies. 

Everyone, regardless of their race, should have a fair and equitable opportunity to
receive a higher education. Sadly, that is not the world in which we live, as race
continues to be at the center of divisiveness in our country.  As Justice Ketanji Brown
Jackson so eloquently said in her dissent, "[d]eeming race irrelevant in law does not
make it so in life."

BWLA will continue to advocate and fight for our rightful place in this profession, and
we will remain relentless and unwavering in our efforts to advance our mission
to improve the administration of justice by increasing the participation of Black women
and other minorities throughout the legal system. ​




