
 

BWLA Statement on Sonya Massey

The Black Women Lawyers' Association of Greater Chicago, Inc. (BWLA) mourns the
tragic murder of Sonya Massey by a white police officer. BWLA considers the officer’s
arrest and homicide charges as a first step in a long road to justice. On July 6, 2024,
Sonya, a 36-year-old Black woman, called 911 seeking help and assistance from the
police about a possible intruder in her Springfield, Illinois home. Instead of receiving
the protection and help that she sought and deserved from law enforcement, Sonya was
unjustifiably shot and killed by one of the responding officers. Video of the encounter
shows that Sonya’s heart-wrenching last words were, "I’m sorry." Sonya’s death at the
hands of law enforcement, especially when she called the police for help and protection
from a possible home intruder and posed no imminent threat to officers, was
unjustifiable and unacceptable.

Unfortunately, this incident is one of the latest in a long history of deaths of Black
Americans who, even when seeking help, are unjustifiably killed by law enforcement
officers. BWLA calls for continued systemic changes to “use of deadly force” policies,
implementation of de-escalation training for law enforcement and the hiring and
training of mental health professionals to assist officers with interacting with citizens
suffering from mental illness. There must be an increased effort in providing support
and alternative responses and to mental health crises.   

Especially in times of hardship, BWLA remains committed to our mission to improve
the administration of justice and advance civil and human rights. This work includes
empowering our community to demand justice and accountability from our leaders and
officials. As Black women lawyers and supporters, BWLA has the unique ability, and a
responsibility, to advance educational, social, and cultural endeavors so that we can
work towards strengthening our communities. BWLA encourages our members to
continue supporting one another as we remain dedicated to standing with you and
working towards lessening such tragedies. 

BWLA extends our heartfelt condolences to the Massey family.




