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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Dear BWLA Family,

At this time, I have no duty more urgent than giving thanks. Thank you for allowing me
to serve as President of the Black Women Lawyers’ Association of Greater Chicago, Inc.
(BWLA) for the 2022-2023 bar year. To say that I am honored does not begin to
describe the depth of gratitude I feel in my heart for BWLA. BWLA has an incredibly
rich, thirty-six-year history. I am immensely grateful that together, we made an
indelible mark in it this year. What we have accomplished through the 2023 National
Summit of Black Women Lawyers and all of the BWLA initiatives and scholarship
opportunities we put forward this year is overwhelming. And, it only further affirms
that when working together, our power and potential in this profession—and indeed in
life—are truly limitless.

When I think of what lies ahead for BWLA, my heart is light. I have believed and
continue to believe that there is little that we cannot accomplish as an
organization. This year, I have tried to do my small part, but undoubtedly, long after
this term has expired, BWLA will march onward. That is the beauty and strength of
BWLA. Leadership changes, and yet, the organization continues to endure. More
importantly, it progresses and grows. It is no different than a relay race. When your leg



of the race is up, you pass on the baton. There is no longing or regret. You merely hope
to pass the baton to the next group which will continue to run. My time holding the
BWLA baton has expired, but thank you for allowing me to carry it. I consider my time
as BWLA President alongside all of you to be an incredible blessing for which I will be
eternally grateful. I look forward to cheering BWLA President Era Laudermilk and the
new Board of Directors on as they continue to race forward. Together, we soar.

Yours in Service,
Elsa Andrianifahanana

2023-2024 Ex-Officio
2022-2023 BWLA President

BWLA Member and Family Appreciation Day at
the Shedd Aquarium

On Saturday, June 3, 2023, BWLA hosted Member and Family Appreciation Day
at the Shedd Aquarium. Families explored the aquarium together, enjoyed BWLA-
themed snacks, lunch, and caught the Shedd's dolphin show. This was a small way to
show appreciation to our members and their families. BWLA would not be possible
without your support!
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BWILA Celebrates its Founders and Past
Presidents

Before you enjoy the fruit, you must acknowledge those who planted the tree. During
the first weekend in June, BWLA celeberated its founders and past presidents at the
annual BWLA Founders and Past President Celebration hosted by now Ex-Officio
Elsa Andrianifahanana. Salute to all of our organization's Founders and Past
Presidents. We continue to reap the seeds you have sown.

Together, we soar.

BWLA's Spring General Body Meeting
and Board Elections




On Wednesday, May 24, 2023, BWLA held its annual Spring General Body
Meeting and Annual Board Elections at the Chicago office of Jones Day. During
the meeting, now Ex-Officio Elsa Andrianifahanana gave a presentation overview
of the various activities and events hosted by BWLA during the 2022-2023 bar year,
including the 2023 BWLA National Summit of Black Women Lawyers which had over
600 attendees from across the country. Attendees at the Spring Meeting were also
provided with a pamphlet which included further details and pictures of these various
events and activities.

For Board Elections, the candidates who had been nominated for BWLA 2023-2024
Officer and Board positions gave three (3) minute speeches prior to voting. Following
voting, BWLA's Nominating Committee announced the election results: Era
Laudermilk, President; Renai Rodney, Vice President; Jenee Gaskin,
Recording Secretary; Joan Akalaonu, Corresponding Secretary; Alichia
McIntosh, Treasurer; Maggie Mendenhall Casey, Parliamentarian; Kina
Arnold, Board Member at Large; S. Mayumi "Umi" Grigsby, Board Member
at Large; Shannon Stokes, Board Member at Large; Weeya B. Young, Board
Member at Large; and Elsa Andrianifahanana, Ex-Officio.

The evening concluded with inspiring remarks from BWLA Past President
Nathalina Hudson, the Chief of Staff for the Office of the Attorney General, who
spoke about the incredible power in the sisterhood and connections found within
BWLA and encouraged attendees to continue to strive for the life and careers that they
dreamed of.

Special thanks to BWLA Nominating Committee Chair Weeya B. Young and to

Jones Day for hosting!




Congratulations 2022-2023 BWLA Street Law
Scholars

Congratulations to this year’'s BWLA Street Law Scholars. This BWLA program
exposes high school students to the legal profession and teaches them various legal
concepts. This year, the BWLA Street Law program covered the Fourth Amendment,
Banking, Contracts, Family Law, and so much more. Dr. Kina Arnold, Tondalaya
Lloyd, and all the program faculty knocked it out of the park. We ended the program
this year on May 12, 2023, with a farewell party at the Chicago office of Faegre
Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP.



https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAACFLdmgBUd82vOnsfUsMGcK-l7vDOM2sE5o
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAAG28GEBlRonamsAQsJbAd9GDD5ZCFyf-x8
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Meeting Our Students' Needs

BWLA Scholarship Fund

e BWLA distributed over $60,000 in scholarships

e BWLA initiated two new scholarships

* BWLA was able to pack over 100 school bags with
school supplies which they provided to students
attending the Bud Billiken Parade
Sips for Scholarships
Co-hosted the National Summit Gala
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BWLA in the News

Congratulations to Steffany Cunningham,
featured for her trailblazing legal career
in Modern Counsel Magazine

Congratulations to BWLA Member Steffany Cunningham, who was featured in a
recent write-up in Modern Counsel Magazine. The article, dated May 31, 2023,
covers Steffany's trailblazing legal journey to General Counsel for National Express. A
truly inspiring piece, the article chronicles how Steffany did not let challenging life
circumstances limit her professional growth, but rather through sheer determination,
tenacity, and grit set an inspiring path which currently has her in the C-suite of the
National Express, a premier transportation firm based in the United Kingdom.

The article can be accessed through this link: https://modern-
counsel.com/2023/steffany-cunningham-national-express/

Announcements



https://modern-counsel.com/2023/steffany-cunningham-national-express/

BECOME A BWLA MEMBER

TODAY

BWLA membership benefits include:

Access to CLEs, committees, and BWLA
mentor program
 Discounted pricing for ski trip and other

signature events

V' Discounted pricing for the National Summit

¥ Member and other social media spotlights

Jobs and Careers
SRRRREY

BWLA constantly receives new employment opportunities that our members may
be interested in. The ever expanding list has become too lengthy to share here, so please
be sure to visit the BWLA Job Board to view all current employment opportunities!



https://bwla.org/membership/#join
https://bwla.org/extras/#employment

THANK YOU TO OUR
2023-2024 BAR YEAR SPONSORS
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www.bwla.org
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/bwlachicago?trk=author_mini-profile_title
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