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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Dear BWLA Members, Supporters, and Friends,

It is my honor to welcome you to the 2023-2024 BWLA bar year.

As we embark on a new bar year, I’m filled with hope and excitement for all that we will
accomplish as an organization, centered around a renewed commitment to supporting
the next generation of lawyers of color, providing enriching programming for BWLA
members at every stage of their careers, and fostering a vibrant BWLA community
through social networking events.

As Black women lawyers, we have long recognized the importance of creating
opportunities for future generations to thrive in the legal profession. With the recent
ruling of the United States Supreme Court, abolishing race-based affirmative action in
college admissions, we must remain steadfast in our commitment to creating
meaningful opportunities for students to achieve their dreams of attending law school
and becoming attorneys. The scholarships that we award are not just financial
assistance; they represent a lifeline of hope, opening doors to education and access that
can help transform lives. This year, we aspire to give away more money in scholarships
than in any prior bar year. By investing in the education of aspiring lawyers of color, we



are actively shaping a more inclusive and equitable legal community.

In addition to our scholarship initiatives, we remain committed to offering diverse and
engaging programming for our members. We understand that each stage of a legal
career brings unique challenges and opportunities – whether you are a law student
navigating the complexities of internships and networking, a junior associate seeking
mentorship and guidance, a mid-level professional seeking to pivot, or a seasoned
practitioner looking to share your wisdom and expertise – we are here for you and we
will work to curate a variety of programming to meet your professional needs.

But it’s not all work and no play! We recognize the importance of building and
maintaining connections and enjoying our legal journeys together. Our social events
will provide opportunities for networking and fostering meaningful relationships. These
moments of camaraderie can be invaluable, as they create a supportive community that
uplifts and empowers us all.

I am truly inspired by the dedication and passion of our members, and I am confident
that by working together, we will continue to build upon the legacy of our Founders and
Past Presidents. Please be on the lookout for upcoming events, including the return of
the beloved BWLA round table series, BWLA happy hours, and a spring trip to
Washington DC for a private BWLA swearing-in before the U.S. Supreme Court, and
much more!

Thank you for being a part of the BWLA community. I look forward to a bar year filled
with meaningful impact, professional growth, and cherished connections.

Yours in Service,
Era Laudermilk
2023-2024 BWLA President



Join BWLA Here

Calling all Law Students: Register Today for the
Blueprint to Big Law Series Workshop on How to

Succeed as a Summer Associate

https://bwla.org/membership/#dues


Click Here to Register

Join BWLA at the Bud Billiken Day Parade

Please join the BWLA Scholarship Fund Board on Saturday, August 12, 2023,
as we participate in the 2023 Bud Billiken Day Parade, the largest African
American parade in the United States. This year, BWLA will continue its tradition of
handing out school supplies to the youth along the parade route so please consider
making a donation to contribute to this effort! To make a donation to support this effort,
please click the link provided below.

Every year, we are reminded of the positive imagery our presence as Black women
lawyers provides to the youth who attend the parade. As Marian Wright Edelman said,
you can't be what you can't see . We plan to show up, and show out this year with a
powerful message that Black women lawyers matter! More details will be provided in
the coming weeks.

BWLA would love to have you join us for the parade. Please click the link provided
below the flyer to sign up. We look forward to seeing you there!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScpaEbGRzZHPQPm4hTWCbRtt9ocg66RrIrXHjZa90e-JtOHZA/viewform?usp=sf_link


Click Here to Sign-up

https://forms.gle/wbpUosX7PhSJdd1j7


Click Here to Donate

BWLA Installs New President, Officers, Board
Members and Scholarship Fund Board

On Monday, June 5, 2023, the 2023-2024 BWLA Officers and Board members were
installed in their new roles: Era Laudermilk, President; Renai Rodney, Vice
President; Maggie Mendenhall Casey, Parliamentarian; Alicia McIntosh,
Treasurer; Jeneé Gaskin, Recording Secretary; Joan Akalaonu, Corresponding
Secretary; Kina Arnold, Board Member at Large; S. Mayumi "Umi" Grigsby,
Board Member at Large; Shannon Stokes, Board Member at Large; Weeya Young,
Board Member at Large, and Elsa Andrianifahanana, Ex-Officio.

The 2023-2024 BWLA Scholarship Fund Board members were also installed, and
include: Jasmine Fannell, Chair; Amber Carpenter, Events Chair; Maggie
Mendenhall Casey, Parliamentarian; Alicia McIntosh, Treasurer; Jeneé Gaskin,
Recording Secretary; Joan Akalaonu, Corresponding Secretary; Ashlee Germany;

https://bwla.org/scholarship-fund/#donation


Elsa Andrianifahanana, Era Laudermilk, Kara Ervin, Kina Arnold,
Marishonta Wilkerson, Mariska Richards, Merilli Seale, Nesheba Kittling,
and Renai Rodney.

During the installation, Elsa Andrianifahanana, now the Ex-Officio, presented her
2022-2023 President Awards to 2023 National Summit of Black Women Lawyers Co-
Chairs Amanda Brown, Jeneé Gaskin, and Weeya Young; also to Scholarship
Fund Chair Jasmine Fannell; Kina Arnold and Ashley Varnado.
Andrianifahanana presented Distinguished Service awards to Amanda Johnson,
BWLA Past President Kenya Jenkins-Wright, Deborah Seriki, and Demitrus
Evans.

The Honorable Lindsay Jenkins shared words of encouragement and conducted
the swearing-in ceremonies for both Boards. Cook County Public Defender Sharone R.
Mitchell Jr. also gave remarks. Special thanks to Jones Day for being a great host!





BWLA Celebrates with the Cook County Bar
Association

On June 15-17, 2023, the Cook County Bar Association hosted its 2023 The
Future is Us Leadership Conference & Installation Gala. BWLA proudly
supported CCBA's Leadership Conference & Installation as one of its partnering
organizations. Several BWLA members, officers and board members attended the
conference and gala in celebration and support of CCBA and the installation of its new
president, Raymond Rushing, along with the 2023-2024 CCBA officers and board
members.



During the Installation Gala, BWLA Member Lori Roper was honored with the
William R. Ming Jr. Award, which is awarded to an attorney or lay person for his or
her dedication and substantial contribution to the causes of civil rights and individual
liberties.

The CCBA Leadership Conference and Installation Gala ended with a Next Generation
Awards Breakfast. Several BWLA members were honored with Next Generation Awards
including BWLA Past Presidents Kenyatta Beverly, Kalia Coleman, Nakhia
Crossley, Elsa Andrianifahanana, a n d Erica Kirkwood; BWLA
Parliamentarian Maggie Mendenhall Casey, BWLA Corresponding
Secretary Joan Akalaonu; BWLA Scholarship Fund Board Member
Marishonta Wilkerson; and BWLA member Precious Jacobs.



 
BWLA Supports the Black Men Lawyers'

Association's First Black Tie Gala

On June 8-10, 2023, the Black Men Lawyer's Association hosted its 2023
Leadership Conference and Black Tie Gala. BWLA was proud to serve as a
sponsor, and several BWLA members, officers and board members attended the
conference and gala in support of BMLA.



BWLA Supports the Women's Bar of Illinois'
109th Annual Installation Dinner & Awards Gala

On Wednesday, May 31, 2023, BWLA supported the Women's Bar Association of
Illinois' 109th Annual Installation Dinner & Awards Gala which celebrated the
installation of WBAI President Whitney K. Siehl and the WBAI 2023-2024 Officers
and Directors. During the program BWLA Lifetime Member Andrea Zopp served
as the keynote speaker and she was also honored with the Myra Bradwell Woman of
Achievement Award.



BWLA Member Achievements

Congratulations to BWLA Founder and Past President, the Hon. Patricia
Brown Holmes (Ret.), on receiving the Diversity & Inclusion: Outstanding

Contribution Award at the Chambers USA Awards 2023.



Congratulations to Past BWLA Board Member Ava George Stewart on being
appointed by Governor Pritzker to serve as a member of the Guardianship

and Advocacy Commission.

Congratulations to Sonya Olds Som on receiving the Cora T. Walker award
by The National Bar Association.

Congratulations to Alexandra Rogers on her new position as an Associate
Attorney with Traub Lieberman Straus & Shrewsberry LLP.

Do you or someone you know have an achievement that you'd like us to
highlight in our monthly newsletter? We want to celebrate our members! Send
your latest achievement addressed to administrator@bwla.org.

mailto:administrator@bwla.org


Announcements

Now Seeking Judicial Evaluation Committee
Volunteers for the 2023-2024 Bar Year

The Judicial Evaluation Committee (JEC) is in need
of volunteers to investigate and evaluate judicial

candidates and judges seeking retention. 

The JEC's work is vital to ensuring BWLA is able to
provide its members, and the community at large with
recommendations for judicial candidates who are just,

fair, knowledgeable about the law, and unbiased. 

If you're interested in becoming a JEC volunteer, please
click the button below!

Click Here to Sign Up

Employment Opportunities

BWLA constantly receives new employment opportunities that our members may
be interested in. The ever expanding list has become too lengthy to share here, so please
be sure to visit the BWLA Job Board to view all current employment opportunities!

https://forms.gle/nrvzG5ThLk8V76tj6
https://bwla.org/extras/#employment
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