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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Dear BWLA Family,

I am deeply saddened by the death of Tyre Nichols. I offer my sincere condolences to
the Nichols family. Yet, I recognize that there are no words that can provide adequate
solace or comfort.

In times of great darkness, when the glimmer of hope seems dimmed, we must create
our own light. Now is a moment to care for and uplift one another. Please reach out to
loved ones and your sisters in the law. It is also a time to remain steadfast in our
mission. BWLA remains committed to the pursuit of the fair administration of justice.
We remain dedicated to the protection of human rights. We remain empowered to
demand accountability from our leaders and officials. In these efforts, we will not be
deterred. We press forward, together. BWLA’s full statement on Tyre Nichols can be
found here. Please know we stand with you.

Sincerely,

Elsa Andrianifahanana
President

Call to Serve on the JEC

Serving on the Judicial Evaluation Committee.The Judicial Evaluation
Committee (JEC) evaluates the qualifications of those who seek election, appointment
to or retention to judicial office. The work that the committee does is vital to making
sure candidates are just and fair, knowledgeable about the law and are not biased. If
interested sign up here!



https://files.constantcontact.com/b983e2f8001/6734d9a3-cff7-43ae-adc2-d1ffddefa4cc.pdf?rdr=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe9sVPmBsfcf20s2da2oTDO3ZXjN0QsNsoLfq9yaSuhSjSGVA/viewform?usp=sf_link

Join us at the Judicial Reception & Black History
Month Celebration

JUDICIAL
RECEPTION

MONTH
CELEBRATION




HONORING JUSTICE
JOY V. CUNNINGHAM

HOSTED BY
JONES DAY
110 N UPPER WACKER DR.

22 FEB. 2022

5:30 PM
REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Click Here for Tickets



https://www.ticketfalcon.com/e/2023judicial/

OF BLAC OMEN

LAWYERS
SCHEDULE PREVIEW

Thursday, March 30, 2023
12:00 PM - 5:00 PM: Registration
12:00 PM - 4:00 PM: Headshot Lounge & Sightseeing
5:30 PM - 8:00 PM: Opening Reception feat. Hon. J. Michelle Childs, D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals

Friday, March 31, 2023

6:00 AM - 7:00 AM:
6:00 AM - 5:00 PM:
8:00 AM - 11:30 AM:

8:00 AM - 5:00 PM:
1:30 AM - 1:00 PM:

1:00 PM - 5:00 PM:
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM:

Fitness Class & Morning Meditation

Registration & Headshot Lounge

Plenary Sessions and Forums on the State of Black Women in the Law; Road to the
Robe; General Counsel Panel

Student Loan Consultations

Leadership Luncheon Keynote feat. Janai Nelson, President, NAACP Legal Defense
Fund

Breakouts, CLE Sessions, and Board Readiness

Legacy Gala & Awards Ceremony feat. Desiree Ralls-Morrison, McDonald's Executive
Vice President, Chief Legal Officer, and Corporate Secretary

Saturday, April 1, 2023

6:00 AM - 7:00 AM:
6:00 AM - 11:00 AM:
8:00 AM - 11:30 AM:
1m1:30 AM - 2:00 PM:

1:00 PM - 5:00 PM:

Fitness Class & Morning Meditation

Registration

Farewell Breakfast Plenary feat. Haben Girma, Human Rights Advocate
Breakouts, CLE Sessions, and Board Readiness

Sightseeing, Excursions, and Social Events

BWLA's 2023 National Summit of Black Women Lawyersis quickly
approaching! The Summit will be held on March 3oth - April 1st at the Fairmont
Chicago Millennium Park Hotel in Downtown Chicago. Be sure to visit the
Summit website to purchase tickets, reserve your hotel room and much more!

You won't want to miss the array of program offerings featuring an incredible lineup of
featured speakers and honored guests, including:



https://bwlanationalsummit.com

MARCH 30-APRIL 1, 2023

NATIONAL SUMMIT
OF BLACK WOMEN
LAWYERS

74
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SPEAKER SPOTLIGHT

HON. J. MICHELLE CHILDS
LS COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE
DISTRICT OF COLUMEIA

KIM FOXX
COOK COUNTY STATE'S ATTORNEY

MYKA BELL
ASSOCIATE COUMSEL
SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS

JANAI 5. NELSON
PRESIDENT & DIRECTOR-COUMSEL
MNAACP LEGAL DEFENSE FUND

N
" (o d .
HOMN. ANN CLAIRE WILLIAMS DJENME CLAYTOMN
U.S. CIRCUIT OF APPEALS FOR GENERAL COUNSEL
THE SEWENTH CIRCUIT (RET.) BARILLA

NORTH AMERICAS

JOHN W. ROGERS, JR.
CHAIRMAN & CO-CEQ
ARIEL INVESTMEMNTS

HABEN GIRMA

HUMAN RIGHTS ATTORNEY
AND AUTHOR QF "HABEM:
THE DEAFBLIND WOMAN WHO
CONGUERED HARVARD LAW




SAMEE B. HARDEN
WHITE HOUSE FELLOW
2021-2022

ELAENA HARRIS
ASSOCIATE COUNSEL
CHICAGO BEARS FOOTBALL CLUB

- 5
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PATRICIA BROWMN HOLMES
MANAGING PARTMNER
RILEY SAFER HOLMES CAMCILA

YVETTE MCGEE BROWN
IST BLACK WOMAN JUSTICE
OM THE OHIO SUPREME COURT

DR. INGER BURNETT-ZEIGLER
CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST,
AUTHOR, & MEMTAL HEALTH
ADVOCATE

MARISKA RICHARDS
GEMERAL COUMNSEL
HUNTER POINT CAPITAL

-
-

GEORGE FATHEREE
PARTHER, SIDLEY AUSTIN

SHIRLETHIA FRANKLIN

JOMES DAY PARTHNER AND FORMER
DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF AMND
COUNSELOR TO THE U.S. ATTORNEY
GENERAL, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

DEBORAH TELMAN
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT
OF CORPORATE AFFAIRS
AND GEMERAL COUNSEL
GILEAD SCIENCES

And there are many more featured speakers to come!

Discounted rates for Summit tickets are available for financially
current BWLA members! Current dues-paying members received an email with the
access code.

For more information on how to sponsor and/or get involved with the Summit,
please contact our National Summit Team.

Register Here!



mailto:nationalsummit@bwla.org
https://bwlanationalsummit.com

Click Here for Sponsorship Opportunities

Register Now for BWLA's Corporate Counsel
Meet & Greet



https://files.constantcontact.com/b983e2f8001/c1213541-6ef2-4958-b2f6-56d1c6767597.pdf?rdr=true

Join BWLA's Corporate
Counsel Committee at the
2023 Spring Corporate
Counsel February Meeting
and Meet Up

Tuesday, February 7, 2023

9:30-7:00pm
at

McDermott Will & Emery
Come network with and

learn tips on how to
become corporate counsel.

L

Space is Limited
Register Today!




Click Here to RSVP

Now Seeking Nominations for the National
Summit of Black Women Lawyers on the Rise
Awards

LAWYERS ON THE RISE AWARDS

m7,,xg /

Black women attorneys from across the country with
no more than 6 years of legal practice are eligible to be
recognized as a Lawyer on the Rise awardee. Awardees

will be recognized at the National Summit of Black
Women Lawyers Brunch on April 1, 20

APPLICATIONS DUE FEBRUARY 15, 2023

Click Here for Application

Past Events

T s———

New Year, New You:

BWLA's Whole30 Program Begins!



https://forms.gle/K7ypp2KRRHUASzsr9
https://bwlanationalsummit.com/lawers-on-the-rise/

BWLA started off the New Year with its annual Whole3o Program which focuses on
clean eating and establishing habits that will have a positive impact on our overall
health. BWLA held a virtual kick-off informational session on Thursday, January 19th,
where attendees learned helpful tips for healthier living including about foods that
induce cravings, cause inflammation, and contribute to many other issues in your body.

Starting Monday, January 23, for 30 days, participants will follow the
Whole3o Program with the support of other BWLA members and the guidance of
certified Whole3o Coach, Alexis Robertson.

BWLA would love to have you participate in this 30 day journey! Join the BWLA
Whole30 Program today. Click here to register and join the Facebook group.

WHOILE3(

change your life

An Evening of Community and Connection: BWLA
Hosts 2023 Spring Mentoring Dinner

On Thursday, January 26, 2023, law students and attorneys who work in both the
private and public sectors gathered for a lovely dinner hosted by the Chicago office of
Sidley Austin LLP, for BWLA's 2023 Spring Mentoring Dinner.

This event provided law students and young lawyers the unique opportunity to engage
in intimate conversations with attorneys who have excelled in their legal careers.
Thanks to all of the attorneys, Judge Nichole Patton from the Cook County Circuit
Court, Judge Melanie Patrick Neely, Chief Administrative Law Judge for the State of
Illinois, Lindsay Jenkins, Partner at Cooley LLP, and Chandra Toussaint,
Corporate Counsel, US/Canada Global Commercial Law at Ingredion Incorporated
who attended and provided mentorship, insight and guidance to the next generation of
Black women lawyers, and special thanks to the BWLA Mentoring Dinner
Committee, Scholarship Fund Chair Jasmine Fannell, BWLA Board
Member at Large Renai Rodney, and BWLA Member Jordan Matthews for
planning the mentorship dinner.

Thank you to Sidley Austin LLP for sponsoring the event!



https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EDSLIL3X01YAb3DE6xTfCm6kJr9lJQxg3ufKyF-HZy848vFvrsW7HHLNhW4N4qMRs4hVVrARzSjra8R8jGPz1zPGI_9-_Ur8PlFaP7vlPJZaC75NJZzFQ4vrnnYmURswxM81y28UQ_HdcMcqLKMglddN4P2yILulwInnMhXbLvUFUhP1r3mNzOqdUzJwP58g7v6DqV1dj5Q=&c=-VQZJSP23TWlmX1vrZUWNM_OhFS3BVMT-X9E4KdkPRrbK92ozhlNQA==&ch=Ok1dNrd2SZEdkOb3d4VzrC7TSqN7AwIgM-g3yPoRZ-yiQYP3vLTgDQ==
http://www.facebook.com/groups/152891165330847/?ref=sgare&nubextud=S66gvF
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAADMw5k0BmT9OFe40ht3XzI0BfPa4j6MB8BY
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAAFRqg0BN6kKodpJ161QJ59fEBV10v5QtMA
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAADjST5wBWWPbgerDfOrW_UUCT1rWzxHOqIY
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cooleyllp/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAAM16r0BI5ga4MpsABCAj_M36565bTPFr1A
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ingredion-incorporated/

BWLA Young Lawyers Committee Kicks Off 1:1
Mentoring for CLE

The BWLA Young Lawyer’s Committee kicked off its Mentorship Program on
January 17, 203. Through this program, junior attorneys are connected with more



experienced attorneys to foster an open channel for supportive guidance, growth, and
collaboration.

Participants will engage with, and encourage one another by sharing challenges,
successes and lessons learned in their legal profession. Eligible mentors and mentees
may obtain CLE Credit upon successful completion of the Mentorship Program via the
Illinois Supreme Court Commission on Professionalism’s Lawyer-to-
Lawyer Mentoring Program.

BWLA Speaks with UIC BLSA

On Friday, January 27, 2023, both BWLA President Elsa Andrianifahanana and
Vice President Era Laudermilk served as panelists along with Judge Nichole
Patton from the Cook County Circuit Court, forth e Black Law Student
Association of University of Illinois at Chicago Law School. They spoke to 1L
students on how to shine in an interview and how to perfect their application for
particular areas of law.

FEATURED PANELISTS

Friday, January 27, 2023 @ 12PM
Zoom Link in our Linktree

—-—
ELSA ANDRIANIFAHANANA: (BIG LAW) PARTNER, JONES DAY |
PRESIDENT, BWLA

1L ACADEMIC SESSION:

APPLICATION SUBMITTED:

NOW WHAT?
HOW TO SHINE IN INTERVIEWS

COME HEAR FROM EXPERTS IN BIG LAW, PUBLIC
INTEREST, AND THE JUDICIAL REALM FOR ERA LAUDERMILK: (PUBLIC INTEREST): CHIEF OF STAFF, LAW OFFICE
INFORMATION ABOUT INTERVIEWS AND HOW TO OF THE COOK COUNTY PUBLIC DEFENDER | VICE PRESIDENT, BWLA
PERFECT YOUR APPLICATION FOR PARTICULAR
AREAS OF LAW.

Around Town

Join BWLA to Celebrate Past BWLA Presidents
Being Honored at The Earl B. Dickerson Awards
Luncheon



https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAADMw5k0BmT9OFe40ht3XzI0BfPa4j6MB8BY

2023 Honorees:

Hon. Patrice M.

Cir

Kenya A. Jenkins- Hon. Preston
Wright Jones, Jr

Circu

The Earl B. Dickerson

Awards Luncheon

February 23, 2023
11:30 a.m. Reception
) p.m. Luncheon

e Club of Chicago

Erica Kirkwood Derrick M.

GMA Construction Thompson, Jr.
rson : ; '
$75 per perso , Group Taft Stettinius &

$750 table of ten — Hollister LLP

THE

Reserve at: 'fm‘:}ﬂ- CHICAGO

www.chicagobar.org/chicagobar/Dickerson e JEQSROCI ATION

Click Here to Purchase Tickets

BWLA Member Achievements



https://www.chicagobar.org/chicagobar/CBA/Programs/Awards/Dickerson_Awards/CBA/Programs/Awards/Dickerson_Awards.aspx?hkey=85dfbe96-0cdb-4bc4-83f6-382251f3facd

Congratulations to BWLA Past President Hon. Patrice Ball Reed for being
selected as a Chicago Bar Association 2023 Earl B. Dickerson Award
Nominee.

Congratulations to BWLA Founder/Past President Hon. Patricia Brown
Holmes (Ret.) for being featured twice in Crain's "The Book 2023" for her
selection to Crain's Notable Women in the Law and Notable Black Leaders.




Congratulations to BWLA Treasurer Christian Conway on her new
position Associate Attorney at Neal and Leroy.

Congratulations to BWLA Past President Kenya Jenkins Wright for being
selected as a Chicago Bar Association 2023 Earl B. Dickerson Award
Nominee.




Congratulations to BWLA Past President Erica Kirkwood for being selected as a
Chicago Bar Association 2023 Earl B. Dickerson Award Nominee.

Do you or someone you know have an achievement that you'd like us to

highlight in our monthly newsletter? We want to celebrate our members! Send
your latest achievement addressed to administrator@bwla.org.

Announcements

Interested in Being More Engaged with BWLA,
Signing Up for a Committee, or Paying your
Current Bar Year Membership Dues

i | P TR
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BECOME A BWLA MEMBER

TODAY

BWLA membership benefits include:
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Access to CLEs, committees, and BWLA
mentor program

v Discounted pricing for ski trip and other
signature events

V' Discounted pricing for the National Summit

¥ Member and other social media spotlights

Are you interested in becoming more active in BWLA during the 2022-2023 bar year? If
so, we have plenty of opportunities you may want to consider, including:

e Joining BWLA. If you haven't yet renewed your BWLA membership for the
2022-2023 bar year, please register here!



mailto:administrator@bwla.org
https://bwla.org/membership/#join

e Serving as a Committee Member. BWLA has several committees that
members can join. If you're interested in serving on a committee, please fill out
this brief survey here!

Serving on the Judicial Evaluation Committee. The Judicial Evaluation
Committee (JEC) evaluates the qualifications of those who seek
election, appointment to or retention to judicial office. The work that the
committee does is vital to making sure candidates are just and fair, knowledgeable

about the law and are not biased. If interested sign up here!

Connect with BWLA on social media on Facebook, IG, LinkedIn, and

Twitter!
Click Here to Pay Dues

Employment Opportunities

—— -

Jobs and Careers
RERRREY

BWLA constantly receives new employment opportunities that our members may
be interested in. The ever expanding list has become too lengthy to share here, so please
be sure to visit the BWLA Job Board to view all current employment opportunities!



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfUDGLCO35Zg4GQTy28t3Z5blVuKMN0T1PZzyPFHs2b-DI-lA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe9sVPmBsfcf20s2da2oTDO3ZXjN0QsNsoLfq9yaSuhSjSGVA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.facebook.com/BlackWomenLawyersAssociationOfGreaterChicagoInc
https://www.instagram.com/bwlachicago/
http://linkedin.com/in/bwlachicago
https://twitter.com/BWLAChicago
https://bwla.org/membership/#join
https://bwla.org/extras/#employment
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https://www.bwla.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BlackWomenLawyersAssociation
https://twitter.com/bwlachicago?lang=en
https://www.instagram.com/bwlachicago/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/bwlachicago?trk=author_mini-profile_title

Black Women Lawyers' Association of Greater Chicago, Inc. | 321 S. Plymouth Court, Suite
600, Chicago, IL 60604
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