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Happy New Year and Happy 35th Anniversary, BWLA!
[ hope everyone feels rejuvenated from a wonderful Holiday break.

As we enter a new year, | encourage you to reconnect with BWLA! We are on Facebook,
Instagram, LinkedIn and now GroupMe! We also have some member exclusive events

coming up that you don't want to miss, so please take a moment to pay your dues ! You can
easily do so by heading to the membership page on our website here.

Check out our upcoming events below where we focus on mental and physical health and
wellness. [ look forward to bringing in the New Year with you!

Sincerely,
Nakhia C. Crossley

2021-2022 President
#BWLABeyond



https://www.facebook.com/BlackWomenLawyersAssociationOfGreaterChicagoInc
https://www.instagram.com/bwlachicago/?hl=en
https://www.linkedin.com/in/bwlachicago/
https://app.groupme.com/join_group/84124034/nMHT7XXl
https://bwla.org/membership/#join
http://www.decaloguesociety.org/cle

x New Year!
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health,
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change your life




Start the New Year off right by focusing on clean eating and establishing habits that will
have a positive impact on your overall health. Discover which foods induce cravings,
cause inflammation, and contribute to many other issues in your body.

For 30 days, participants will follow the Whole30 Program with the support of other
BWLA members and the guidance of certified Whole3o Coach, Alexis Robertson.

Kick Off Informational Meeting: January 10, 2022
6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

via Zoom Meeting
(link provided post-RSVP)
BWILA's Whole3o Program Begins January 12, 2022!!!
Please click here to RSVP to the kick-off meeting and to join our Whole3o Facebook
group. Can't make the kick-off meeting? You can still RSVP to participate via the

Facebook group!

If you wish to learn more about the Wholeg3o Program, we recommend purchasing
this guide. Purchase is not mandatory to participate!



https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EDSLIL3X01YAb3DE6xTfCm6kJr9lJQxg3ufKyF-HZy848vFvrsW7HHLNhW4N4qMRs4hVVrARzSjra8R8jGPz1zPGI_9-_Ur8PlFaP7vlPJZaC75NJZzFQ4vrnnYmURswxM81y28UQ_HdcMcqLKMglddN4P2yILulwInnMhXbLvUFUhP1r3mNzOqdUzJwP58g7v6DqV1dj5Q=&c=-VQZJSP23TWlmX1vrZUWNM_OhFS3BVMT-X9E4KdkPRrbK92ozhlNQA==&ch=Ok1dNrd2SZEdkOb3d4VzrC7TSqN7AwIgM-g3yPoRZ-yiQYP3vLTgDQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gg3cv1J52pc9uRxhxeaF20gPBL5vMbKrSYRF4vAdFMCUn5dLpquAJ_iiOuAllkg7g3J44jJLAEVSftjL_5Rta0ouEGSIM6Uy3pBbKWkr50DEOD_1SkSQkQLDRQe8DASv6yQlof0g2ATW-M2D0Dq15KcaVZrrVNOI6aUbhcSLEc1sO33xqoHHbGPHasz5Nm1XHLYvduopCKRNyPc3SuEkQ_TWtfVt91hw&c=_7gZndWPdKbvJPYO5mVJ-ouulWoerz3cXMBw1T-Siiu1R-zWBvsKAg==&ch=2CCMXwzirK62sF5102VoQGHHopn1PmIsJIiEFXqR6oLhg0Y1wR3lJw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EDSLIL3X01YAb3DE6xTfCm6kJr9lJQxg3ufKyF-HZy848vFvrsW7HHLNhW4N4qMRs4hVVrARzSjra8R8jGPz1zPGI_9-_Ur8PlFaP7vlPJZaC75NJZzFQ4vrnnYmURswxM81y28UQ_HdcMcqLKMglddN4P2yILulwInnMhXbLvUFUhP1r3mNzOqdUzJwP58g7v6DqV1dj5Q=&c=-VQZJSP23TWlmX1vrZUWNM_OhFS3BVMT-X9E4KdkPRrbK92ozhlNQA==&ch=Ok1dNrd2SZEdkOb3d4VzrC7TSqN7AwIgM-g3yPoRZ-yiQYP3vLTgDQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gg3cv1J52pc9uRxhxeaF20gPBL5vMbKrSYRF4vAdFMCUn5dLpquAJ_iiOuAllkg7HD9jdHL9aojhZf-UX--hz8I0BmZ_iAzLdUPmkNzFcux9qX3lthbg44v9W9m2JZ9X0tdAiIrYPbaveGgqlzxHJEZRN60e83HcwGuem7Af6p8tW2vAuKpGku7G_1-vhO-WRdeJdrSc8v24GY_oDnJD3Fs3yysZ_4v9ITM5--Kk_So=&c=_7gZndWPdKbvJPYO5mVJ-ouulWoerz3cXMBw1T-Siiu1R-zWBvsKAg==&ch=2CCMXwzirK62sF5102VoQGHHopn1PmIsJIiEFXqR6oLhg0Y1wR3lJw==
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MORE THAN
A MONTH

DIRECTED AND PRODUCED BY
Shukree Hassan Tilghman

We will watch the 2012 documentary which challenged the idea that Black history should
be taught separately from American history. Through his thoughtful and humorous journey
across the country, Tigehman explored what the treatment of history tells us about race
and equality in a "post-racial” America. Each stop along the journey explores Black History
Month as it relates to four ideas: education, history, identity, and commercialism.

Following the film, we will hear from speakers addressing current attempts to fully incorporate
Black history into school curricula, and the political and legal backlash to those efforts.

Class Leader: Cliff Scott-Rudnick
Speakers: TBA

Program s open to the public. 2 Hours of CLE credit for Decalogue, BWLA, and CCBA members.
Diversity & Inclusion credits pending.
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Join BWLA along with the Cook County Bar
Association, Haitian American Lawyers Association
and Region VIl of the National Bar Association for

ROAD TO THE ROBE FEDERAL EDITION:
THE NUTS AND BOLTS OF BECOMING A
FEDERAL JUDGE

Hanorable Ann Claire Wiliams

Honaorable David Coar ; : !
Chair of the ABA Judiciary Committes

Chair, US Senator Durbin and LS
Senator Duckwoth's Judicial
Selection Committes

Honarable Mancy Joseph Jaseph Drayton
US Magistrate ABA Judiciary Member

Monday, January 24, 2022
3:00 P.M. - 5:00 P.M.

Click here to register!



https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gg3cv1J52pc9uRxhxeaF20gPBL5vMbKrSYRF4vAdFMCUn5dLpquAJ_iiOuAllkg74QJ2pF4gPDdnJ4Md6az8BMcSNI4FKVH0uXwFd3LZbWDTXBEhAUBqL4yjEp-fzUAeWGUYDBMWTTGR-bTmkCAM6XMMVnfGKK6RxjXrsMcZJBGy32_BgAFxpmJ60A9GAVfAmQxELRVT2Fm5h5jM9dO88Bc1Ilxf7k7n&c=_7gZndWPdKbvJPYO5mVJ-ouulWoerz3cXMBw1T-Siiu1R-zWBvsKAg==&ch=2CCMXwzirK62sF5102VoQGHHopn1PmIsJIiEFXqR6oLhg0Y1wR3lJw==
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Join The Progressiﬁ'.-'
Virtually for

Work-life balance can be challenging for
us all. Join us as Dr. Sherlyn Garrett, a
licensed clinical professional counselor,

provides life changing tips on how to
prioritize your wellbeing.

Dr. Sheriyn Garrett, Ed.D, LCPC (IL), LPC [TX], IMFP Mentor,
Assistant Professor and the Director of Graduate
Counseling Program at Chicago State University

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2022
5:30 P.M. - 6:30 P.M.

Click here to register!

BWLA Donates to the Salvation Army's Angel Giving Tree
2021

BWLA's Community Service and Outreach Committee dropped off all the gifts for children in
need to the Salvation Army's Robert Stern Red Shield Center located in Englewood. We
would like to extend a huge thanks to everyone who donated to and coordinated this effort!



https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gg3cv1J52pc9uRxhxeaF20gPBL5vMbKrSYRF4vAdFMCUn5dLpquAJ_iiOuAllkg7KB74LpSuT4sgq7EcYA8fEly4prNPhJMbijPJ5t4La93ho47f3YVG3IeuGaSBu-DMi4EdlNpz19ncODh23dwrHE21_356BNm8c7iceShPdh1sTZxttselSXKCzLqnWag6Ry_G158Hi9b5vCU8gCDcYRdPXZjvduDS&c=_7gZndWPdKbvJPYO5mVJ-ouulWoerz3cXMBw1T-Siiu1R-zWBvsKAg==&ch=2CCMXwzirK62sF5102VoQGHHopn1PmIsJIiEFXqR6oLhg0Y1wR3lJw==

Civil Rights Action Committee Gets Focused

On Wednesday, December 15, 2021, BWLA's Civil Rights Action Committee (CRAC) hosted
a brainstorming session which provided BWLA members an opportunity to express ways in
which BWLA can best serve the legal field and the greater Chicago community.

The consensus was to focus on community policing, CPS discipline practices regarding
student interactions with police, and legislative policing policies. CRAC is planning to host a
policing event in late February. Please be on the lookout for that program announcement
soon!!!

BWLA Members Attended the Cook County Bar
Association's Holiday Party

Many BWLA members celebrated the Holiday season at the Cook County Bar Association's
2021 Holiday Party on Thursday, December 16, 2021.




BWLA is Now on GroupMe!!!

Want to know who is attending the next BWLA event? Looking for new employment
opportunities? Want to gather for brunch on the weekend? Join BWLA’s GroupMe to connect
and fellowship with BWLA members!

Click here to join the fun!



https://app.groupme.com/join_group/84124034/nMHT7XXl

BLACK VOICES

CPL Coach Makes History
as First Black Woman to
Lead Boys Football Team

Aida Mogos | December 11, 2021, 5:30

0000

MAKING
HISTORY

Join us in congratulating BWLA’s administrator, K Rhea, also known as “Coach K,” on her
historic role as the first Black woman head coach of the DuSable Panthers, a high school
football team comprised of students from Daniel Hale Williams Prep High School and
Bronzeville Scholastic Institute, both located at the historic DuSable Campus.

Coach K’s journey to becoming the First Black woman to lead a Chicago Public League Boys
Football Team and the positive impact she’s having on the student players was recently
featured on WTTW'’s Chicago Tonight.

You can watch the Chicago Tonight segment here.

Great job K! We are so proud of you!!!

Connect With Bar Leaders at the National Conference of
Bar Presidents Midyear Meeting

Register now for the NCBP Midyear Meeting, currently
planned either in-person, February 10 — 12 in Seattle, WA
or virtually, February 23 — 24.

/N, MEMBER

/' NCN,  LEADERSHIP
“ BP £ INNOVATION
AW COLLABORATION

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF
BAR PRESIDENTS

Check out the in person program and virtual
program for the latest updates about plenaries on
executive presence and authentic leadership, decision
science for bar leaders, and balancing regulatory innovations and core values, as well as

additional workshop and networking opportunities.


https://news.wttw.com/2021/12/11/cpl-coach-makes-history-first-black-woman-lead-boys-football-team
https://news.wttw.com/2021/12/11/cpl-coach-makes-history-first-black-woman-lead-boys-football-team
https://ncbp.org/page/22Midyear
https://ncbp.org/page/22_midyear_meeting_inperson
https://ncbp.org/page/22_midyear_meeting_virtual
https://maestro.abanet.org/trk/click?ref=z11aidwdq5_0-2hu739c-0-46179x319f5fcx085&

Congratulations to Djenne Clayton on her new position as General Counsel at Barilla
America!

Congratulations to J. Simone Jones on being promoted to Partner at Sidley
Austin LLP!

i

Congratulations to Erica Mckinley on her new position as Chief Legal Officer and General
Counsel of the Big Ten Conference!




Congratulations to BWLA Past President and Lifetime Member Mary Melchor on her
new position as Assistant Attorney General for the Crime Victim Compensation
Program for the State of Illinois! She was sworn in by Illinois Attorney General Kwame

Raoul.

Congratulations to Melanie Stewart on her new position as Corporate Counsel at GoPuff!

Do you or someone you know have an achievement that you'd like us to highlight in
our monthly newsletter? We want to celebrate our members! Send your latest
achievement addressed to BWLA Corresponding Secretary, Era Laudermilk, at

administrator@bwla.org.

=

BWLA constantly receives new employment opportunities that our members may be
interested in. The ever expanding list has become too lengthy to share here, so please be



mailto:administrator@bwla.org

sure to visit the BWLA Job Board to view all current employment opportunities!

BWLA T-shirts are currently available for purchase!!! The T-shirts were designed to
celebrate and commemorate our resilience during the pandemic. A portion of the proceeds
will be donated to BWLA's Scholarship Fund. T-shirts are $25.00 each and are available in
size small - 2XL.



https://bwla.org/extras/#employment

Click here to place your order TODAY!

Thank You To Our Sponsors!!!!
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https://bwla.org/extras/#tshirts
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https://www.bwla.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BlackWomenLawyersAssociation
https://twitter.com/bwlachicago?lang=en
https://www.instagram.com/bwlachicago/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/bwlachicago?trk=author_mini-profile_title

