
Black Women Lawyers’ Association of Greater Chicago, Inc.
 Scholarship Fund

Law Student Hardship Grant

The  Black  Women  Lawyers’  Association  Scholarship  Fund  (BWLA-SF)  endeavors  to  encourage  Black
women in the law through support in their legal education and to promote diversity in the legal profession. 

PURPOSE OF GRANT: The purpose of the BWLA-SF Law Student Hardship Grant is to meet a portion of
the demonstrated financial need of Black law students who are experiencing financial hardship.

QUALIFICATIONS: (1) complete and sign the application, including answering all questions on pages 1 and 2;
(2) attend an ABA accredited law school; (3) be returning for at least one more semester in the upcoming school
year; (4) demonstrate an exigent financial need that has not been met despite exhausting other options; and (5)
supply  a  letter  of  good standing  or  an unofficial  or  official  transcript*.  All  application materials  must  be
typewritten and combined into one PDF document.

*If you are unable to obtain these documents from your school, please let us know.

AWARD: The award amount, if any, is subject to the discretion of BWLA-SF and will depend on the applicant's
demonstrated financial need.

NOTIFICATION: Please allow up to two weeks or ten business days from the date of your submission for a
decision.

APPLICANT INFORMATION

Name: Telephone Number:

Address (including City, State, and Zip Code):

Name of Law School: Year in School:

Are you a current member of the BWLA?  

  Yes No

  Are you interested in becoming a member of the    
  BWLA? 

  Yes No
Please submit a current resume or curriculum vitae including any extra-curricular activities, community 
service, outreach activities, and organizations in which you are currently involved and stating the extent of 
your involvement.

On a separate sheet of paper, please describe any amount of financial assistance you are currently receiving, such as 
employment, grants or scholarships (do not include loans), and any funds previously received from BWLA while a 
law student. No grants will be provided without verification of current financial assistance.
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HARDSHIP GRANT QUESTIONS

Applicants must respond to all statements/questions below on a separate page to qualify for the grant.
Please limit responses to a total of 1,250 words. 

1. Please explain the financial hardship you are facing and detail the exigent 
circumstances which lead to your current need. 

2. Please explain the other resources you have exhausted and/or scholarships you have applied for in 
order to meet your financial need.  

3. What has been your involvement in the Black Women Lawyers’ Association of Greater Chicago, Inc. 
to date and/or how do you intend to be involved in the future? 

4. Are there any non-financial ways that the Black Women Lawyers’ Association of Greater Chicago, Inc.
can assist you at this time, such as mentorship or contacting your law school on your behalf? 

5. Briefly include any additional information you would like us to consider. 

BWLA-SF may follow up with you if we have further questions or need additional information.

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the information provided herein is accurate and truthful to the best of my knowledge.
  

________________________________ _______________________
            (Signature of Applicant)       (Date)
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